The Linway News
May 2020
To assist in reducing the spread of the Novel Coronavirus in our community,
the Linway Session voted on April 21, 2020 to indefinitely continue the
suspension of worship services and church-related activities in alignment with
the guidelines set forth by the Governor of Pennsylvania.

MESSAGE FROM
THE PASTOR
Dear Friends,
Greetings! As I write this we are still under
the restriction of social or physical distancing. I
know you share my hope that before long we
will be given permission to gather once again at
Linway Church for worship and to participate in
the mission and ministry of our Lord Jesus
Christ. We are experiencing the rigors of
isolation, or what many simply call cabin fever.
We are a bit restless, anxious to move on and
experience what we believe is normal.
Growing up on my parents’ small farm, the
beginning of the month of May was an
important time. Preparations had to be made
to check and repair the pasture fence as
needed. May 10th was the date by which we
turned the cattle out to the summer pasture.
By that time the spring growth of grass was
ready. The cattle remembered the pasture.
Even though they had spent time out in the
barnyard during good weather days, there was
nothing like the freedom that came with being
out to pasture. When we opened the gate to
the pasture they did not hesitate. It was as if
they rejoiced and were glad to be going from
where they were to where we knew they
needed to be. You could see their joy as they
ran, kicked up their heels, and frolicked in
delight.

The gospel text for the first Sunday in May
is found in the gospel according to
John 10:1-10. In this passage Jesus identifies
himself as the good shepherd. The image
conveys trust, transparency, and affection. The
sheep know who they can trust, and they
willingly follow the shepherd. Jesus uses this
metaphor to mark the contrast between
himself and false shepherds who would prey
upon the sheep. It is the shepherd who makes
it possible for the sheep to move from where
they are, to where the shepherd knows they
need to be. The shepherd has a pivotal role to
play. Without the shepherd, the sheep would
be lost.
How do the sheep recognize the shepherd?
By his voice. Nobody knows for sure exactly
what Jesus looked like. There are many
representations of his physical appearance in
works of art. He is known by what he said. The
gospels record the most important of his
sayings. In Jesus Christ, God elected to be
known to us in the fullness of his being. It had
always been the nature of God to speak to his
people through the patriarchs and prophets.
During Jesus’ earthly ministry, God spoke
through his Son, Jesus Christ, who is our Good
Shepherd.
The cross did not silence Jesus. As we always
celebrate Easter, the Day of Resurrection, we
always celebrate God having the last word.

Through the Resurrection, God continues to
speak to us by way of His Holy Spirit. Let’s
remember that even though Jesus told his
disciples he was leaving them, he told them he
would send the Holy Spirit. What is the mission
of the Holy Spirit? To be God’s still, small voice
that continues to speak to us and invite us to go
from where we are to where God wants us to
be. It is God’s Holy Spirit who binds us together
though the Corona Virus temporarily keeps us
apart.

One by whom we are invited to go from where
we are to where God would have us be.

There is encouraging news, but as I write
this, it is far too soon to sound the all clear!
What I can tell you is that as soon as it is safe,
we will resume worship and the activities that
we believe are part of our calling as followers
of Jesus Christ. In the meantime, let’s
covenant to stay connected. Don’t hesitate to
periodically call friends or email, if they use
that technology, to see how they are doing. A
word of reassurance can lift the fog of
discouragement.

Online Video Messages
The weekly message that Rev. Dennis shares in
the In Touch letter will also be shared online on
the church website at www.LinwayChurch.org
and on the Linway Church Facebook Page. The
online messages are being viewed by over 100
people each week. The weekly In Touch letter
containing Rev. Dennis’ weekly message will
continue to be mailed through US Mail and
sent by email.

Please review the announcements and
information contained in the rest of this
newsletter. They will help us to plan for what
we may or may not be allowed to do in the
coming days and weeks. I will continue to
write a weekly letter with the Scripture
readings for the Lord’s Day until we receive the
all clear. I hope you will find it helpful.
In the meantime, please do your best to be
current with your tithe and offering. While
some expenses of the operation of our Lord’s
Linway Church are reduced, others continue. I
am well-aware that this is a difficult time for
many. But the Good News is that our heavenly
Father, in the person of His Son Jesus Christ
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, has
the last word. We are not alone. God has
provided us with His Good Shepherd who is the

By the grace of God we are one people and
together part of the Body of Christ in this time
and place. I look forward to sharing with you
the worthy and sacred work of worship,
mission, and ministry at our Lord’s Linway
Church.
Grace & Peace,
Eric E. Dennis, Pastor

Mother’s Day: Sunday, May 10
We wish a very Happy Mother’s Day to our
Linway mothers and grandmothers and also to
all of the women of Linway who give that
special loving care to all they meet! We also
fondly remember those women who have gone
home to the Church Triumphant.
“I always thank my God for you because of
God’s grace given to you in Christ Jesus, that by
Him you were made rich in everything, in all
speaking and all knowledge.”
1 Corinthians 1: 4-5.
The love between a mother and
her child knows no distance.

Memorial Day: Monday, May 25
Thank you to all who have served and
sacrificed for our freedom.

Fundraising Committee
Sarris Candy Bars &
Giant Eagle Gift Cards
On Saturday, May 9 at 10:30, the Fundraising
Committee will be offering parking lot pick-up
of our Sarris Candy Bars and Giant Eagle Gift
Cards. The candy bars are $1.00 each and are
available in the following delicious flavors:
-Milk Chocolate
-Almond
-Crisped Rice
-Peanut Butter
The minimum order is 10 candy bars.
Giant Eagle Gift Cards are available in $25, $50,
or $100 amounts. The church receives 5% of
the value of the card.

“Greater love has no one than this,
than to lay down one’s life for his
friends.”
-John 15: 13

Day of Pentecost: Sun., May 31
“Therefore, on the Day of
Pentecost, we celebrate God’s gift
of the Holy Spirit which draws us
together as one people, helps us to
comprehend what God is doing in the world,
and empowers us to proclaim, in word and in
deed, God’s plan of reconciling all people in the
name of Christ”.
Ephesians 1:10.
The Session held their
April 21 Meeting
virtually through Zoom,
which enabled the
Session Members to see and talk with each
other from the safety of their homes using
their computers or cell phones.
Next Session Meeting: May 19 at 7:00 p.m.

Please contact Jamie Stewart at 412-793-4686
or by email at home@thestewartspage.net or
the church office in order to pre-order your
candy bars or gift cards. This way, your order
can be bagged and safely ready for you to pickup in the Church’s West Parking Lot on May 9
at 10:30 a.m.
Greeting Card Fundraiser
Running low on greeting cards to keep in
touch with friends and relatives? We are
once again able to offer the Usborne Greeting
Card Fundraiser. If you purchased them last
year, you know they are beautiful, highquality cards. Receive 30 handcrafted and
printed cards with colored envelopes
packaged in a keepsake box for $30. Linway
will receive $13 for each box of cards that are
purchased. Select from the following sets:
• All-Occasion
• Thanks & Blanks
• Kids Birthday
• Holiday - includes a bonus 20 extra
cards!
Orders with Payment Due: May 12.
Tentative Delivery Date: May 30 at 10:30 a.m.
The order form, along with more information,
is included with this newsletter.

Online Giving Through Tithe.ly

Lawn Care Donations Requested

Tithe.ly is a secure way to give to Linway Church
through credit cards or your bank account from
anywhere at any time. There are two ways to
give via Tithe.ly:
• Website: https://tithe.ly/give
• App: Downloaded to your phone
(https://get.tithe.ly/download-tithely-app)
from either the Apple App Store or Google
Play. Note: When searching for Tithe.ly, select
the Finance App.

It’s Grass Cutting Time! We
would appreciate donations
toward our Lawn Care Fund
to help defray the cost of the
lawn mowing service that
takes care of the church’s
lawn and landscaping. Each weekly cut of the
grass costs $40.00. If you are willing and able
to help with this expense, please mark “Lawn
Care” on your check memo line. Thank you so
much for helping us keep the church’s lawn
and grounds looking nice.

Once on either the website or the app, the
registration process is very quick and secure.
To find Linway, click on Search, type Linway
and select Linway United Presbyterian Church.
If you have any additional questions, please
contact Christine Stewart, our Financial
Secretary, at financial@linwaychurch.org.
Also, the Church mail continues to be checked
daily for church offerings that are sent through
the U.S. Post Office.

“Buy A Spot” Project Closer to Our Goal:
Only $2,640 Left to Raise!
Donations have continued to accumulate, and
we are happy to share there is only $2,640 left
to raise in order to replace the blacktop on the
West Lot. We are hoping to soon have all the
funds so that this necessary project may
proceed as soon as the stay-at-home order is
lifted. Donations may be mailed to the church.
Please designate that it is for the “Buy A Spot
Project”. THANK YOU for your generosity!
Donations are recorded as “Groundskeeping”
on your Giving Statement.

Texas Roadhouse Rolls Deacon Fundraiser
Thank you to those who participated in this
fundraiser! Unfortunately due to the
pandemic, we were not able to hold the
fundraiser as planned. For the safety of our
church family, vouchers for the rolls and butter
were issued instead of the ordered food items.
The vouchers are only good at the Greensburg
Texas Roadhouse and were mailed this week to
those who ordered.

Christian
Education
Committee
Linway Retreat POSTPONED
Unfortunately, we are not able to go ahead
with our plans to hold the Retreat in May, and
it has been postponed. Even though we will
not have a Retreat at Ligonier this spring, we
are looking into other options and will share
them once plans are set.

Recognition of High School
Graduates
If you know of a Linway
Youth who will be
graduating from high
school this spring and would like to be
recognized at Linway, please contact the
church office so that we may add him/her to
our list. Thanks!

Congratulations to Jessica Berger
for completing her Master’s
Degree at the University of Pittsburgh.
Congratulations to Zach Young
for completing his Bachelor’s
Degree at Theil University where he majored in
History.

Meals on Wheels

Mission to Feed the Homeless
Due to the pandemic, we are unable to carry
out our monthly Mission to Feed the Homeless
in downtown Pittsburgh. May’s Feed the
Homeless date has been cancelled in order to
follow the guidelines of social distancing.
However, in order to assist the homeless in
downtown Pittsburgh, the Session has voted to
give a donation to the Light of Life Rescue
Mission, where many in downtown Pittsburgh
are seeking assistance. This organization is
providing food, shelter, and employment
programs while sharing the hope of Jesus to
those on the North Side.

Registration for 2020-21
Registration for the 2020-21 school year is
continuing. If you or someone you know is
interested in enrolling a child in Linway
Preschool starting this August, please contact
the church office at 412-824-3555 and we can
mail a registration form or provide more
information.

Meals on Wheels would
like to thank those who
provided desserts the weeks of April 13 and
April 20. Your donations were
appreciated. During this pandemic, Meals on
Wheels is continuing to operate out of the
Linway kitchen in order to provide meals for
their clients. They are providing 5 meals a
week but have consolidated their food
preparation and delivery to 3 days a week.

Please remember the following in our prayers:
Helen Alexander
Anne
John Arnold
Dennis Bernhardy
Betty Brinker
Charlotte
Bill Chobanic
Clay & Lois
Dorothy
Cindy Druga
Mike Feigh
Betty Frommell
Gloria
Jason & Jackie
Karen
Tim King
Edward Lloyd
Nellie Nicholls
Nan Oskin
Carol Pascarella
Pat
Fran Peppler
Ann Puscaric
Renee
Doreen Sever
Linda Smith
Michelle Smith
Cindy Taylor
Jim Welsh
Irene Young

Our sympathy is extended
to the family of Donna Petrow,
a long-time member of Linway,
who went home to be with our Lord on April
18. Donna had been living in Rensselaer,
Indiana with her daughter. The family asks that
memorial donations be given to the Lupus
Foundation of America or to Linway Church.

Our sympathy is extended to
the Morgan and Berger
families. Shirley Shipley, aunt
to Rick Morgan and Kathy Berger, went home
to be with our Lord on April 8 after contracting
the COVID-19 virus. Memorials may be given to
the Debbie Shipley Family Trust, which
provides Christian camping experiences for
young people with developmental disabilities.
Mail to:
United Methodist Foundation of Western PA
223 Forbes Ave., Suite 707
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Ma’s Pantry
Ma’s Pantry, our community foodbank located
in East McKeesport, has once again been
accepted for participation in the Day Of Giving
sponsored by the Pittsburgh Foundation.
Monetary gifts given to Ma’s Pantry on the Day
Of Giving will be matched by the Pittsburgh
Foundation. Last year’s Day Of Giving was a
huge success, raising much-needed funds for
Ma’s. More information on how to give will be
included in future newsletters. This year, the
Day Of Giving is set for August 19, 2020.

Happy May Birthday to:
Nicholas Eremic
Madilyn Stewart
Jessica Berger
Sandi Szmuc
Mark Pascarella
Leslie Gray

Jackie Thornton
Clara Welty
Danette Mainiero
Teri Ritz
Heather Frye

Happy May Anniversary to:
Clara & Bud Welty
Alyssa & Joshua Oskin
Lori & Dale Frye
Mary Lou & Frank Fawcett
Leslie & Scott Gray
Lila & Andy Sedlak
Deanna & Gary Buchman
Cindy & Rob Trout
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Linway Church Greeting Card Fundraiser
$30 for 30 Handcrafted & Printed Cards with Colored Envelopes in a Keepsake Box
Orders with Payment Due: May 12

Tentative Delivery Date: May 30

Two Ways To Order:
1. Complete this order form and mail with payment to Linway Church by May 12.
Please make checks payable to Linway Church.
-OR2. Order online and pay with a credit card at https://inkybookadv.square.site/shop/70
Orders will be ready for pick-up in the West Parking Lot of the Church at 10:30 on Saturday, May 30.
(There is an additional $10 shipping fee for any orders that need to be mailed out of state.)

Name: _______________________________________ Phone: _______________________
All Occasion Box #1

________ Number of Boxes x $30 = ___________

30 Handcrafted and Printed Cards with Colored Envelopes in a Keepsake Box:
1 Birthday, 1 Belated Birthday, 4 Blank, 2 New Baby, 1 New Home,
1 Anniversary, 1 Good Luck, 3 Congratulations, 1 Engagement,
1 Wedding, 3 Sympathy, 1 Thank You

All Occasion Box #2

________ Number of Boxes x $30 = ___________

30 Handcrafted and Printed Cards with Colored Envelopes in a Keepsake Box:
13 Birthday, 2 Blank, 1 New Baby, 2 New Home, 1 Anniversary,
2 Congratulations, 1 Engagement, 2 Get Well, 2 Thinking of You,
4 Thank You

Thanks & Blanks Box

________ Number of Boxes x $30 = ___________

30 Handcrafted & Printed Cards with Colored Envelopes in a Keepsake Box:
17 Thank You, 13 Blank

Kids Birthday Box

________ Number of Boxes x $30 = ___________

30 Handcrafted & Printed Kids Birthday Cards with Colored Envelopes
in a Keepsake Box that you can color.

Holiday Card Collection

________ Number of Boxes x $30 = ___________

50 Handcrafted & Printed Cards with Colored Envelopes + Keepsake Box:
2 New Year’s, 4 Valentine’s Day, 2 St Patrick’s Day, 4 Easter,
2 Mother’s Day, 2 Father’s Day, 2 July 4th, 2 Grandparent’s Day,
2 Halloween, 2 Thanksgiving, 2 Hanukkah, 24 Christmas & Holiday

TOTALS:

________ Number of Boxes x $30 = ___________

Linway Church Greeting Card Fundraiser
$30 for 30 Handcrafted & Printed Cards with Colored Envelopes in a Keepsake Box

Orders with Payment Due: May 12

Tentative Delivery Date: May 30

To see more pictures of the cards
available in each box, please visit:
https://inkybookadv.square.site/shop/70
For questions, please contact Jaime Ruffing
at 412-302-6241 or jaime@teisinc.com

