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MESSAGE FROM        
THE PASTOR    
Dear Friends, 
     Greetings!  Now that we have turned the 
page of our calendars to November it seems 
that we are rushing headlong to the end of the 
year.  Most folks I know will not be too upset to 
see 2020 come to an end.  What started out as 
a year with great expectations quickly went 
crazy with the arrival of the Corona Virus.  We 
have made many adjustments in our personal 
lives, and the program life of our Lord’s Church 
has undergone many substantial changes.   

 

     Beginning the middle of last March, worship 
in the sanctuary was cancelled.  Shortly after 
that we began recording a Scripture reading, 
Pastoral Prayer, and a Message from the Pastor 
for broadcast on the Linway Church’s Facebook 
page and on the website.  I wrote a weekly 
letter to the congregation during the spring in 
addition to the monthly newsletter.  Finally 
toward the end of June, the Session opened up 
worship in the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings 
at 9:15 a.m. under the health department and 
C.D.C. guidelines while continuing to record the 
portions of the service for broadcast.  We 
found that with those watching the service 
from home plus those comfortable attending 
worship in person, we were reaching more 
people than we would have otherwise.  That 
was a bright spot in a time of uncertainty! 

 

     With the arrival of autumn and the approach 
of colder weather, your Session has moved the 
time of Sunday worship in the sanctuary to 
10:30 a.m. effective Sunday, November 8th.  
We will still record the portions of the worship 
service we have been recording for later 
broadcast.  There is an interest in broadcasting 

the service as it happens, but such a 
simultaneous broadcast requires additional 
expense and technology that we currently do 
not possess.  So for the present, we will 
continue with the current schedule.   

 

     The Corona Virus has forced us not to have 
our Annual Stewardship Awareness Dinner in 
October.  I am sure that the Stewardship and 
Finance Committee will be contacting you 
seeking your pledge of support for the 2021 
Linway Church budget later this month.  The 
New Year will be here before we know it, and 
the work of worship and service, although 
significantly modified, will continue.    

 

     We are not able to host our Annual Fall 
Festival on the second Saturday of November 
this year, nor are we able to have our 
traditional Holiday Roast Beef Dinner 
Fundraiser on the first Saturday of December.  
Your Fundraising Committee is scrambling to 
provide other ways and means to augment the 
income necessary to continue to meet our 
financial obligations.  They are doing a great 
job with your support.  In later pages of this 
newsletter, you will see a variety of ways of 
giving that will support the mission and 
ministry of our Lord’s Linway Church. 

 

     All of this is to say that while some things 
are radically different from the way things used 
to be, in many ways they are the same.  What I 
mean by this is that the Good News of the 
Gospel can be packaged in many different 
ways, but it remains the same Good News.   
The Corona Virus Pandemic has required us to 
alter many of our activities, but the grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit has NOT changed.  
We have been claimed by the love of God in 



the person of Jesus Christ through the power of 
the Holy Spirit.   

 

     In the gospel according to John, we read 
where our Lord Jesus spoke to his disciples and 
said: Set your troubled heart at rest.  Trust in 
God always, trust also in Me (John 14:1).  It is 
easy enough to be anxious in troubled times, 
but being anxious never helps anything.  With 
diligence in doing our best in troubled times, 
we need to trust in the providence of God.  
Jesus’ words to his disciples so many years ago 
are words to us today:  We are to Trust in God 
always, trust also in Me (Jesus).  Our trust in 
God is not when it is convenient, not when we 
are feeling like it, and not once in a while.  We 
are reminded to trust in God always. 

 

     The coming of November is a reminder that 
we have much for which to be thankful.  Don’t 
forget to express your thankfulness to those 
you love and to our Lord and Savior.  The first 
Thanksgiving in America was all about giving 
thanks to God.  Can we do any less?  Take time, 
make time, to give thanks. 

 

     Before you know it, we will once again 
celebrate the Advent of the Christ Child.  This 
year, the first Sunday of Advent is Nov. 29.   
The approaching end of the year carries with it 
a new beginning.  Without the gift of the Christ 
Child we would not know the power and joy of 
the Resurrection at Easter.  The reason we give 
to others is because we know Jesus gave His 
life for us.  Thanks be to God!   

 

Please review the information contained 
in the rest of this newsletter.  It can be a great 
help as we plan our continuing witness.  By the 
grace of God we are one people and together 
part of the Body of Christ in this time and 
place.  I look forward to sharing with you the 
worthy and sacred work of worship, mission, 
and ministry at our Lord’s Linway Church. 
 

  Grace & Peace, 

   Eric E. Dennis, Pastor 

Worship Time Change 
Starting Sunday, November 8 our 
Worship Service will be starting at 
10:30 a.m.  There will be only one 
worship service each Sunday.   
 

All Saints Sunday: Nov.  1 
In the Protestant Church 
calendar, we observe  
“All Saints Day” as a special 

time to give thanks for all those believers who 
have preceded us in history.  We believe, as did 
St. Paul, that all who put their trust in Jesus 
Christ and follow him, are made separate and 
filled with his grace.  The “Saints” are beloved 
of God, called to be different from this world, 
and bearers of Christ’s truth & love.   
 

During our Worship Service on November 1, we 
will be remembering the following who were 
beloved among us and this past year have 
passed from our sight, but we trust are in the 
care of our Lord: 
 Edward Dziak Lynn Dziak 
 Glenn (Bandi) Heshizer Robert Hite 
 Howard Keller Patricia Kelley 
 John MacLeod Nellie Nicholls 
 Donna Petrow Betty Philipp 
 William Pottinger Mary Anna Trout 
 James Welsh 

 
Fall Harvest Donations for  

Ma’s Pantry Food Bank 
 This year in place of 

collecting grocery items on our Fall Harvest 
Tables, we will be collecting monetary 
donations for Ma’s through Nov. 22.  Ma’s is 
then able to purchase food items from the 
Pittsburgh Food Bank at a greatly reduced rate 
to assist residents in North Versailles and East 
McKeesport.  If you’d like to contribute, please 
indicate your monetary donation is for Ma’s & 
place in the offering box or mail to the church.  
Checks may be payable to Linway, and then 
we’ll send one check to Ma’s.  Thanks! 



Next Session Meeting: Nov.19 
 

 
Nominating Committee 

The Nominating Committee is accepting 
recommendations for Linway Elders and 
Deacons for three-year terms which begin in 
January 2021.  Please prayerfully consider 
serving a term as an officer of your church.       
 

Any current Elder or Deacon whose term 
expires at the end of this year and who has 
served two consecutive three-year terms, must 
remain off that board for a period of one year 
before being considered for another term.  
However, a person can move from one board 
to another without any lapse of time. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact    
Scott Gray at 412-977-8254 or Sallie Kaser at 
412-678-6350.  Both are Co-Chairpersons of 
the Nominating Committee.  
 

Stewardship Pledge Cards 

The Stewardship Pledge Campaign will soon be 
under way.  When you receive your 2021 
Pledge for Giving Card, we would appreciate it 
if you would please complete it with your 
estimated giving plans for 2021 and return it to 
the church.  This greatly helps with budgeting 
for the coming year.  If you can’t make it to 
church the day of the Pledge Dedication, please 
mail your card to the church so that it arrives in 
time for the dedication service. Thank you. 
 

 

Fundraising Committee 
Thank You to all who helped 
with our October Chicken 
Barbecue!  It was another 

successful sell-out of our delicious chicken 
dinners.  Thank you also to those who donated 
items for the raffle basket. 

Fun Pasta Sale! 
A new fundraiser is starting just in time for the 
holidays!  Fun Pasta has various pastas in fun 
shapes and themes such as animals, numbers, 
sports themes, and holiday themes to name 
just a few.  There are gift sets available too.  
 

There are three ways to order: 
 

1. Printed Order Form:  Included in this 
newsletter is an order form with pictures of the 
items for sale. Larger-print copies of the entire 
brochure and order forms are available at the 
church.   Complete the order form & submit 
it with payment to the church by Nov. 24 with 
checks payable to Linway. Your order will then 
be added to Linway’s Master Order.  We will 
notify you of a date to pick-up your pasta, once 
it’s delivered to the church. 
 

2. Order Online:  using this link to the Linway 
Group Page: 
https://www.funpastafundraising.com/shop
/linway-church      Join Code: 7HXFSC 

When ordering online, you will use your credit 
card to pay for your order plus the shipping fee 
to have your order shipped to your home.   
 

3. App Order:  If you would like to order online 
using your credit card & avoid the shipping fee, 
you will need to download the Fun Pasta 
Fundraising app (from the App Store or Google 
Play Store) and then have your order included 
in the Linway Master Shipment being sent to 
the church.   To do this on the app:  after you 
enter your email and fill out your information, 
you will see the list of products.  When 
checking out, you will have the option to 
choose the “Delivery In Person,” with no 
shipping cost.  When your order is received at 
the church, we will let you know when you can 
pick it up.  Remember:  You cannot have your 
order shipped to the church via the computer 
link, only through the app!  
 
 

ALL PASTA ORDERS, whether you order using the 
printed form, online ordering, or app ordering, 
MUST BE SUBMITTED BY NOV. 24. 

https://www.funpastafundraising.com/shop/linway-church
https://www.funpastafundraising.com/shop/linway-church


Christian  
  Education 
    Committee 

Gift Card Sale 
The Fundraising Committee is again taking 
orders for various restaurant and retail gift 
cards which will be available on November 22. 
The church will receive a percentage of the 
value of the purchased gift cards.  To purchase, 
please complete the order form and return 
with payment by November 15.  Use the cards 
when doing your shopping or purchasing 
meals.  They also make great Christmas 
stocking stuffers! 

 
Thank you for your continued support of our 

church through these fundraisers! 
 
 

No Fall Festival This Year 
Unfortunately, we will not be able 
to hold our annual Fall Festival this 

year.  The Fundraising Committee is exploring 
the possibility of having an on-line Vendor 
Festival to shop for the holidays.  We will share 
updates when they are available.                                 

 
No Roast Beef Dinner  

Unfortunately, we will not be holding 
our annual Roast Beef Dinner which 
is usually held in early December.  
This will make it even more delicious 

when we have the dinner in Dec. 2021. 
 

 
 

Next Deacon Meeting:  November 1.  Time and 
location (in-person or virtual) to be determined.  
 
 

Halloween Treat Boxes 

Thank you to those who gave monetary 
donations towards the Halloween Treat Boxes 
the Deacons sent to our college students & 
military service members of the church.   
 

  

 
 
 
 

 

Bless a Child with a Shoebox Gift! 
Operation Christmas Child 

It’s time again to fill shoeboxes with gifts for 
needy children all over the world.  However 
due to Covid, instead of collecting the 
shoeboxes at Linway, this year we will be 
collecting monetary donations for shoeboxes 
through November 22.  Here are some options 
in which you may help: 
 

1. MONETARY DONATION:  Place a monetary 
donation in an envelope (cash or check payable 
to Linway Church).  Mark that your donation is 
for “Shoeboxes” and place the envelope in the 
offering box or mail to Linway.  We will send 
one check to Samaritan’s Purse from Linway to 
be used to purchase shoebox items.   
 

2.  BUILD A SHOEBOX ONLINE:  
Samaritan’s Purse will pack a 
box based on gift selections you 
make.  Cost is $25 per box.   
Use this link to get started:  
www.samaritanspurse.org/occ 
 

3. PRAYER:  Pray that each shoebox makes a 
difference in a child’s life and helps them to 
develop a relationship with our Lord.  Each box 
is a tangible expression of God’s love that 
brings the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Children 
receiving a box are also given the opportunity 
to participate in a discipleship program where 
they learn about God’s love through Bible 
stories. 
 

Hopefully, we will be able to go back to 
collecting the shoeboxes next year.  Let’s not 
let this pandemic keep us from sharing the joy 
of the Lord!  Please consider helping with this 
worthwhile outreach ministry!  
 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/occ


 
Mission to Feed the Homeless 

Due to the pandemic, we have been unable to 
carry out our monthly Mission to Feed the 
Homeless in downtown Pittsburgh.   We will 
provide updates as soon as we are able to 
resume this mission. 
 

Salvation Army & Homeless  
Clothing Donations 

We are currently not able to receive any more 
clothing donations for the Salvation Army or 
for the Homeless.  The Salvation Army is not 
sending its trucks to collect items from the 
church.  At the current time, please take your 
clothing donations directly to the Salvation 
Army rather than placing them in or beside our  
Salvation Army Collection Box.   We’ll update as 
soon as we are able to resume collections for 
the Homeless & the Salvation Army Box.   

 

Meals on Wheels  
Thank you to 
everyone who 
provided a dessert 

or made a monetary contribution during 
October when it was Linway’s turn to supply 
desserts for Meals on Wheels. 
 
 

 
 
 

Start of Classes Delayed Until January  
Registration Still Being Accepted 

The Linway Preschool Board voted to postpone 
the start of classes until January.  If you or 
someone you know is interested in enrolling a 
child in the Linway Preschool program, please 
contact the church office at 412-824-3555.   
 
 

 
 
 
Please remember the following in our prayers: 

John Arnold  Tracy Augustin 
Charlotte Ban  Dennis Bernhardy  
Pat Brant   Betty Brinker  
Clay & Lois   Clark Danner  
Dorothy   Cindy Druga  
Mike Feigh   Betty Frommell  
Gloria   Jason & Jackie  
Jill    Audrey Koppel  
Jean Lawton  Linda   
Chuck Linderman  Edward Lloyd  
Jay Mader   Rita Marrow  
Mary Ann   Nan Oskin   
Carol Pascarella  Fran Peppler  
Mona Prychidniak  Ann Puscaric  
Renee   Patty Rodgers  
Doreen Sever  Linda Smith   
Michelle Smith  Michael Spingola  
Rose Stark   Peg Torbich   
   

“I constantly remember you in my 
prayers night and day.”  

2 Timothy 1: 3 
 

 
 

 
 

Happy November Birthday to: 
Camden Trout  Shannon Jeffries  
Timothy Hazard, Jr.   T.J. Cornell   
Scott Gray   Carl Aston   
Mary Lou Bernhardy Sandy Hillgartner   
Kaitlyn Gida   Sue Keller   
Dorothy Spencer   

 
 
 

 
Happy November Anniversary to: 

Tim & Aimee Mitchell 
Nancy & Ed Waszkiewicz 



MA’s Pantry Giving Tree 
 We have traditionally tried to 
brighten Christmas for the 
recipients of MA’s Pantry by giving 
each family member a gift valued 
at up to $20.00 through the Giving Tree 
Program.  Annually nearly 300 gifts were 
distributed from the Pantry.  Warm feelings 
were experienced by both the gift-givers and 
the recipients.  
 

The COVID–19 pandemic has changed much of 
that.  We will not be able to have the 
traditional “Giving Tree” in the Narthex from 
which you could select an ornament and 
purchase a gift.  Instead, Ma’s will be giving gift 
cards so that families may do their own 
shopping to purchase items they need.  You 
would be amazed at how many of their 
requests in the past have been for underwear, 
socks, sweatshirts, pajamas, and similar items 
many of us take for granted.  
 

If you wish to help, please place your donation 
in the offering box in the Sanctuary or mail to 
the church by Nov. 29 and indicate that it is 
for the Giving Tree.  Checks may be payable to 
Linway and then we’ll send one check to Ma’s 
from Linway.  We thank those who already 
contributed in August through the Pittsburgh 
Foundation’s Day of Giving.    
 

Thank you very much for helping our neighbors 
in need.   
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We Thank You Father 
A poem by Linway member Frank Fawcett. 

We thank you Father 
For this time and this place, 
And especially thank you 
For your saving grace. 
We thank you Father 
For the here and now, 
And also thank you 
For the where and how. 
We thank you Father 
For your word that feeds. 
We thank you for your loving ways, 
And all the months and years and days 
That by your grace you let us live. 
The never ending love you give. 
And how we thank you  
For letting us 
Be one with you, 
In God we trust. 
In Jesus’ name we thank you Lord, 
For your everlasting word. 
Amen! 
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Church Office Hours are limited:   
Telephone messages, email messages,  
and US Mail are being checked daily. 

 

Church Staff: 
Pastor:  Rev. Eric E. Dennis 

Email: pastor@linwaychurch.org 
 

Church Office Manager:  Leanne Cornell 
Email:  contact@linwaychurch.org 
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Email: financial@linwaychurch.org 
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Organist:  Nancy Kelley 

 

Deadline for newsletter information is usually 
the Sunday before the last Sunday of the month. 
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