Linway United Presbyterian Church
December 13, 2020 10:30 a.m. Bulletin for Worship
The Third Sunday of Advent
Prelude
Greeting and Announcements
Gathering Prayer: (unison) Eternal God, you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way for
the coming of your Son. Grant us wisdom to see your purpose and openness to hear
your will, that we too may prepare our hearts and lives for the Savior of the world.
Amen.
Lighting of the Third Advent Candle Litany
L: Advent is a season of expectation.
P: We are preparing to celebrate the gift of the Christ Child with thanksgiving and joy.
L: God, who never fails to keep his promises, promised to give His people a Savior.
P: We are preparing to celebrate the gift of the Christ Child with thanksgiving and joy.
L: We thank you for the obedience of Mary, the understanding of Joseph, the openness of
the shepherds, and the confidence of the wise men.
P: We are preparing to celebrate the gift of the Christ Child with thanksgiving and joy.
L: In the midst of division, we look to the One who brings unity.
P: We are preparing to celebrate the gift of the Christ Child with thanksgiving and joy.
L: His cousin, John the Baptist, leaped for joy in his mother’s womb when she heard Mary’s
greeting.
P: We are preparing to celebrate the gift of the Christ Child with thanksgiving and joy.
L: John knew he was not worthy to untie the sandal straps of the One who was coming, but
he was to prepare the way.
P: We are preparing to celebrate the gift of the Christ Child with thanksgiving and joy.
Opening Hymn
Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates
Please refrain from singing
Invitation to Confession
Gwenn Heshizer, Liturgist
Unison Prayer of Confession: Loving God, you kept your promise to bring light into the
world and to guide our steps into the paths of peace. You sent us Jesus, and from him
we receive your forgiveness and our salvation. However, we confess to being less
than faithful in our response. We have been tentative and cautious, rather than bold
and generous. We have been caught by the fear of what people will think, rather than
stand as a witness for all to see. We have packed our calendars with busyness, and
we have neglected your wisdom to be still and know that I am God. We look to material
things and worldly success to bring meaning to our lives. We forget that our worth lies
in being beloved children of God. Forgive us our sins, O God. May this special season
once again reorder our priorities, renew our commitments, and refashion our witness.
This we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Declaration of Pardon
L: Our sin has caused us to be separated from God.
P: But God, out of his love, sent his Son so that we are no longer separated from
him.
L: Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel:
P: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
*Gloria Patri - Please Stand
Please refrain from singing
Special Music
Scripture Reading: John 1:6-8, 19-28

Morning Prayer, the Lord’s Prayer, and Organ Response
Sermon:
“It Takes A Witness”
Rev. Eric E. Dennis, Pastor
*Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed
Presentation Of Our 2021 Stewardship Pledges and the Litany Dedication (please see insert)
Closing Hymn
Like a Child
Please refrain from singing
*Charge and Benediction
*Postlude
*Indicates those who are able, to please stand

When Attending Worship Services in the Sanctuary
-We ask that you please complete an attendance card & place it in the basket when exiting the
Sanctuary in case contact tracing becomes necessary. Include name, address, phone, & email.
-Please place any offering in the box when exiting the Sanctuary.
-Please use the restrooms located in the Preschool Hallway.
Please Remember In Our Prayers: John Arnold, Tracy Augustin, Charlotte Ban,
Dennis Bernhardy, Pat Brant, Betty Brinker, Charlotte, Clay & Lois, Clark Danner, Janet Doherty,
Mike Feigh, Betty Frommell, Nancy Kelley, Kim, Audrey Koppel, Jean Lawton, Linda,
Chuck Linderman, Edward Lloyd, Rita Marrow, Anne Nutter, Carol Pascarella, Joey Pecar,
Fran Peppler, Ann Puscaric, Renee, Patty Rodgers, Michael Spingola, Rose Stark, Tom Szmuc,
Peg Torbich
Scripture Readings
The following scripture readings
have been suggested by the
Presbytery for this week:
Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11 Luke 1:46-55
Psalms 126
John 1:6-8, 19-28
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Giant Eagle Gift Cards
Are available in $25, $50, or $100 amounts
as a fundraiser for the church. Linway
receives 5% of the value of each card sold.
Please contact the church office if you would
like to purchase.

Today’s Chancel Flowers
The flowers on the organ are given
to the glory of the Lord by
Rosie Sanderson in loving memory
of her sister, Joan Bindi.
The flowers on the altar are given
to the glory of the Lord by the soon
-to-be Frank & Wendie Kordalski in
loving memory of Wendie’s mother,
Vickie Garbett.

Nominated at the 12/6 Congregation Meeting
Elders:
3 Year Term: Wayne Gida, James Wetzler,
Two open positions remain
Christmas Eve Service Dec. 24 at 6:00 p.m.
1
Year Term: Christine Stewart
Safety Policies: social distancing, masks, and
limited number of people in the Sanctuary.
Deacons:
3 Year Term: Andrew Dennis, Leslie Gray,
Congratulations Frank & Wendie! Gwenn Heshizer, Wendie King,
Those attending worship today are
Frank Kordalski, Two open positions remain
invited to stay after the service to
1 Year Term: Scott Gray, Marissa Lapp
witness the wedding of Wendie King Junior Deacons: Trent Cornell, Samantha Stewart
and Frank Kordalski. May the Lord bless your
Jan. 10 - Ordination/Installation of Officers
lives together!
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