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MESSAGE FROM
THE PASTOR
Dear Friends,
Greetings! We have now reached the last
month of the year. Usually we are engaged in
preparations for the celebrations of Christmas.
This year, our celebrations will be significantly
altered. Instead of two Christmas Eve Services
at 5:00 and 7:30 p.m. we are now preparing for
one service at 6:00 p.m. Wearing masks and
physical distancing are required, and even the
order of the service has needed to be modified.
We usually sing Joy to the World at the end of
the service, but now we are urged not to sing
for fear of spreading germs. Is our joy really
muted? Will the joy of Christmas be lost this
year? Where will we find joy especially when
we feel we are being hemmed in by the Corona
Virus?
Kathy Caprino, senior contributor at Forbes
magazine, conducted a survey and asked
people what they most desperately wanted in
life. Her actual question was: If you could say
in one word what you want more of in life,
what would that be? Think about it for a
moment. How would you respond?
The number one response was happiness.
Joy came in at number five. Money was
number two. Other answers were: freedom,
peace, balance, fulfillment, and confidence. It
is interesting to note that happiness is usually
thought of as a momentary feeling of elation
caused by some positive, external event in
one’s life. Joy, on the other hand, seems to
flow from deep within and is not greatly
affected by external forces. The respondents

of the survey would rather have happiness than
joy. They’d rather have freedom than joy;
peace than joy. It seems that joy is fighting for
honorable mention.
Before you know it, we will once again
celebrate the birth of the Christ Child. The
church has proclaimed this to be the source of
joy to the world for almost 2,000 years. One
night long ago an event occurred that was both
terrifying and exciting. The Lord of heaven was
born in a stable behind an Inn that had no extra
room. His earthly father, Joseph, named him
Jesus. He is the Christ Child of whom we sing
Joy to the World! The Lord is come. Without
the gift of the Christ Child, we would not know
the power and joy of the Resurrection at
Easter. The reason we give to others is
because we know Jesus gave His life for us.
Jesus Truly Is The Reason For The Season!
Thanks be to God!
Please review the information contained in
the rest of this newsletter. It can be a great
help as we plan our continuing witness.
Margaret joins me in wishing you a Very Merry
Christmas and a Blessed and Happy New Year,
even under these trying circumstances. By the
grace of God we are one people and together
part of the Body of Christ in this time and
place. I look forward to sharing with you the
worthy and sacred work of worship, mission,
and ministry at our Lord’s Linway Church.
Grace & Peace,
Eric E. Dennis, Pastor

Sunday Worship at 10:30 a.m
Portions of the service will continue to be
recorded and posted to the church website
www.LinwayChurch.org and to the Linway
Church Facebook Page.

Save These Updcoming Dates:
Sun., Nov. 29
Sun., Dec. 6
Mon., Dec. 7
Sun., Dec. 13
Thurs, Dec. 24
Sun., Jan. 10

First Sunday of Advent
Congregational Meeting
Poinsettia Orders Due
Stewardship Dedication
Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service at 6:00 p.m.
Ordination/Installation of
Officers

Christmas Eve Service at 6:00 p.m.
This Christmas Eve we will
celebrate the birth of our Lord with
one service at 6:00 p.m. The
church will be filled with the warm
glow of candlelight as we
remember that special night. Covid-19 Safety
Policies such as social distancing & the use of
masks will be followed and there will be a limit
to the number of people in the Sanctuary.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be
celebrated using pre-packaged communion
cups. Portions of the service will be recorded
and posted to the church website and to the
Linway Church Facebook Page.

Christmas Poinsettias
Please use the order form found in the back of
this newsletter if you wish to place a poinsettia
plant in the sanctuary for Christmas. The order
deadline is December 7. Contact the church
office if you are not comfortable entering the
church and would like to pick up your plant
immediately after the Dec. 27 service.

Next Virtual Session
Meeting:
Tues, Dec. 15 at 7:00 p.m.

Congregational Meeting
Sunday, December 13 at 11:30
Please stay for a brief Congregational Meeting
in the sanctuary following the 10:30 Worship
Service on December 13. The purpose of the
meeting is to present and approve the names
of those who have been nominated for Elders
and Deacons for the new term of church
officers beginning January 2021.
If you are asked to serve, please prayerfully
consider serving a term as an officer of your
church. If you have any questions, please
contact Scott Gray at 412-977-8254 or
Sallie Kaser at 412-678-6350. Both are
Co-Chairpersons of the Nominating Committee.

Stewardship Pledge Cards
Stewardship Pledge Campaign Letters have
been mailed to church members and to nonmembers who have expressed an interest in
supporting Linway. If you are a non-member
and would like a Pledge for Giving Card to
indicate what you/your family will be giving for
the 2021 year, please contact the church office.
We ask everyone to please complete the
Pledge for Giving Card with your estimated
giving plans and return it to the church. This
greatly helps with budgeting for the coming
year. If you can’t make it to church the day of
the Pledge Dedication on December 13, please
mail your card to the church so that it arrives in
time for the dedication service. Thank you.

Fundraising Committee
Linway’s Holiday Virtual
Vendor Event
We are excited to announce our first Virtual
Vendor Event which will be held through
December 9. When an item is purchased
online from one of our vendors, the vendor will
donate a percentage of the sale to Linway. See
the Linway website or Facebook page for a
listing of vendors If you would like more
information or a list of our vendors, please
contact the church office and we can email you
or send you a hard copy.
Thank You to all who were able to participate
in our recent Gift Card Sale and the Fun Pasta
Sale. We appreciate your continued support of
our church through our fundraisers!
No Roast Beef Dinner
Unfortunately, we will not be holding our
annual Roast Beef Dinner which is usually
held in early December. It will be even
more delicious next December.

Thank You to the Deacons
and to ALL who helped the Deacons decorate
the Sanctuary!
Send the Love of the Lord this Christmas
Due to the current circumstances, the Deacons
are encouraging everyone to send a Christmas
card to fellow church members they may not
have seen for a while in order to stay in touch
and share the love of our Lord this Christmas.

Meals on Wheels
During this pandemic,
Meals on Wheels
continues to operate out of the Linway kitchen
5 days a week to provide meals for their
clients. Linway will be providing desserts for
M.O.W. the week of January 18th & 25th.

Christian
Education
Committee
No Christmas Luncheon or Caroling
Unfortunately, we are unable to hold our
annual Linway Church Christmas Luncheon and
Children’s Program this year. We are also not
able to go Christmas Caroling. These activities
will be even more special when we are able to
continue them next Christmas.

Operation Christmas Child
Thank you to those who were
able to give a donation to help
with Operation Christmas Child.
Hopefully next year we will be able to once
again fill and collect shoeboxes to not only give
gifts for needy children all over the world, but to
also share the love of the Lord.

Linway’s Mission to Feed the Homeless
Due to the pandemic, we have been unable to
carry out our monthly Mission to Feed the
Homeless in downtown Pittsburgh. Linway
continues to make a donation each month to
the Light of Life Ministries, an organization that
helps the homeless in downtown Pittsburgh.
Salvation Army & Homeless
Clothing Donations
We are currently not able to receive any more
clothing donations for the Salvation Army or
for the Homeless. At the current time, please
take your clothing donations directly to the
Salvation Army rather than placing them in or
beside our Salvation Army Collection Box.

Classes Starting in January:
Registration Still Being Accepted
The Linway Preschool
is hoping to start their
three and four year
old classes in January
and there are a few spaces available. If you or
someone you know is interested in enrolling a
child in the Linway Preschool program, please
contact the church office at 412-824-3555.
Everyone at the Preschool would like to wish
you a very Merry Christmas and a safe and
Happy New Year! From our teachers,
Mrs. Schwer, Mrs. Kellar, & Ms. Briggs.

Please remember the following in our prayers:
John Arnold
Tracy Augustin
Charlotte Ban
Dennis Bernhardy
Pat Brant
Betty Brinker
Clay & Lois
Clark Danner
Janet Doherty
Mike Feigh
Betty Frommell
Audrey Koppel
Jean Lawton
Linda
Chuck Linderman
Edward Lloyd
Rita Marrow
Anne Nutter
Carol Pascarella
Fran Peppler
Ann Puscaric
Renee
Patty Rodgers
Michael Spingola
Rose Stark
Tom Szmuc
Peg Torbich

Happy December Birthday to:
Aimee Mitchell
Glen Young
Rayanne Pyles

Happy December Anniversary to:
Gladys & Michael Festa
Leo and Christina Sullivan

MA’s Pantry
Thank you to those who gave donations to
MA’s Pantry throughout 2020. We appreciate
Linway’s constant support through the
Pittsburgh Foundation’s Day of Giving in
August, with the Fall Harvest monetary
donations, and with this year’s donations
towards the Giving Tree gift cards. Thank you
very much for helping our neighbors in need.
MA’s Pantry wishes all a Merry Christmas!

We extend our sympathy to
the Oskin Family. Long-time
member Agnes (Nan) Oskin
Hite went home to be with our Lord on
November 7.
We extend our sympathy to
Jean Schumaker and her family.
Her brother, William Martin,
went home to be with our Lord on Nov. 12.
We extend our sympathy to
the Carpenter Family. Jim
Carpenter, a long-time member
of Linway, went home to be with our Lord on
November 13.
We extend our sympathy to
the Eremic Family. Chrissy’s
brother-in-law, Michael Leech,
went home to be with our Lord on Nov. 13.

Congratulations to Glenn and
Louise Marrow on the birth of
their new grandson,
Christian Alexander Marrow,
born in early November. Son Mike, daughterin-law Brittney, and Granddaughter Charley are
excited with the new addition to their family.
Congratulations to Jessica Berger
for passing her certification exam
to become a Board Certified Behavior Analyst.
She is officially Jessica Berger, MS, BCBA, LBS.
The Daily Bread
Dec. – Feb. Edition Now Available
Pick-up your free copy of this daily devotional
from the table in the Narthex. Please contact
the church office if you would like to stop by
during the week for a copy of this booklet.
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Christmas Poinsettias
Please use this order form or
contact the church office by
Monday, December 7 if you wish
to place a poinsettia plant in the
sanctuary for Christmas. For those who are not
comfortable entering the church, you may pick
up your poinsettia plant immediately after the
Sunday, Dec. 27 Worship Service. The cost of
each plant is $12.00 and payment must be
included with the order.
Flowers Given By: Please include your name
& phone number

“In Memory Of”……..or…….“In Honor Of”
(please designate)
Name(s): (include relation: parent, brother,
grandparent, child, aunt, friend, etc.)
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Choir Director: Margaret Dennis
Organist: Nancy Kelley
Deadline for newsletter information is usually
the Sunday before the last Sunday of the month.
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Please select color choice(s) & write quantity:
Red ______
White ______
Pink ______

Marble ______

Total Plants: ________
Total Amount Due: $____________

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas: A Visit from Christ
Written by Angie Mosteller in her 2008 book:
Christmas: Celebrating the Christian History of American Symbols, Songs and Stories
‘Twas the night before Christmas, and all
through the earth,
Every creature was stirring, awaiting a birth.
The time for Messiah was certainly near,
The prophets foretold it; the Bible was clear.
From the book of beginnings, the very first sin,
God’s word made it clear how His grace
entered in.
Born of a virgin, He’d come as a man.
The Creator among us, the time was at hand.

All glory and honor is due to this King.
Let all join in worship; let every tongue sing.
Jesus is Lord, all creation proclaims.
He’s the first and last, He is always the same.
History turned on the first Christmas day,
When God became man in a humble display.
As we think of the manger in which He was
laid,
Let our hearts welcome Him to the world He
made!

The stars were arranged to show marvelous
things,
Setting Wise Men to journey and find the true
King.
Shepherds in Bethlehem gazed on the sky,
Longing to see him, their Lord the Most High.
How could they know that the very next night
An angel of God would speak words of delight?
How the Savior was born, it was news of great
joy.
In a cloth and a manger they’d find the dear
boy.
And a heavenly host would soon join to sing
Of the glory of God and of wonderful things.
He entered creation, set position aside
To show us how deeply his love did abide.
Sin sent us away from our almighty Lord.
He became one of us that we might be
restored.
He’s the Prince of our Peace; He’s the one who
makes whole.
He is Wisdom Incarnate, a Shepherd of Souls.
He’s the Author of Life; He’s the Ruler of All.
He can offer salvation, on His name we call.
The shepherds and Wise Men would bow to
adore
Holy God among men, our greatest reward.

Merry Christmas!

