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MESSAGE FROM        
THE PASTOR    

 

Dear Friends,  
Greetings!  The month of March is upon us 

and the old saying that comes to mind is: 
March comes in like a lion and goes out like a 
lamb.  This is simply another way to say that 
with the arrival of the month of March, we can 
begin to think about spring.  There can be 
terrible snow storms in March, but as we daily 
make our way through the month, we are 
headed without a doubt to spring.  We are on a 
journey. 

 

This year we find that the month of March 
is completely covered by the Lenten Season.  
Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, and this 
year it falls on March 28th.  Maundy Thursday 
takes us into the month of April with Easter 
arriving on April 4th.  And so we make our way 
through the month of March with mixed 
feelings.  We remember that last year the 
Corona Virus made it impossible for us to 
celebrate Holy Week: Palm Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter at our Lord’s 
Linway Church.  We hope to be able to do so 
this year, even with some restrictions. 

 

The Season of Lent takes us on the journey 
to Easter.  Taken seriously, it is not an easy 
journey.  It requires some soul searching.  It 
requires us to wrestle with a most fundamental 
theological conviction: there is a God and you 
are not God.  No matter how you conceive of 
the Creator of all that is seen and unseen, you 
have to admit that you don’t fall into that 
category. 

 

The prophets announced that God would 
send a Messiah to announce God’s will to the 
people.  Orthodox Jews are still looking for that 
one.  The Christian faith proclaims that Jesus is 
the Messiah.  But the truth is that Jesus did not 
fit the mold that the people of his day had in 
mind about the Messiah.  You can’t help but 
wonder if that is the case today.  In Jesus’ early 
earthly ministry we are told that large crowds 
came to hear and see Jesus.  Consider the story 
of the feeding of the 5,000 on the hillside 
beside the Sea of Galilee.   

 

Lent takes us to later on after the disciples 
had been with Jesus for several years.  The 
disciples have had a front row seat to listen to 
and observe Jesus.  And at this point Jesus 
begins to tell the disciples plainly that he will 
be rejected, suffer, and die.  It is true that he 
mentioned something about resurrection, but 
none of them could comprehend what he 
really meant.  What shocked them to the core 
was Jesus’ determined insistence that he would 
be rejected, suffer, and die.  Peter goes so far 
as to outright rebuke Jesus for saying 
something so outrageous.  They would journey 
with Jesus and see for themselves.   

 

One of the reasons Jesus was rejected, 
suffered, and eventually crucified was that he 
just did not match up to the people’s 
expectations.  The Messiah was expected to be 
a warrior, political, king, and establish God’s 
rule on earth.  Jesus embodied an entirely 
different style of Messiah: the Suffering 
Servant.  He was not the Messiah that was 
expected, and certainly not the one that many 
wanted.  The question remains: can we accept 



him for who he is as we journey along the road 
of life? 

 

The Christian faith proclaims Jesus as the 
embodiment of God who came to reclaim and 
reestablish the relationship God desires with 
his people.  By coming in human form, he 
subjected himself to every possible trial as a 
human.  The journey through the Season of 
Lent reminds us of what he endured, and it 
requires us to come to grips with the cost of a 
love that will not let us go.  That is the Lenten 
journey for us. 

 

I came across an illustration that may help 
us consider the encouragement we receive 
from our Savior as we undertake this journey.  I 
offer it to you now: 

 

“You should have told us that this hike 
would be the Walk from Hell,” she gasped.  
“We should have been warned that the trail 
was this steep.  And in this heat?  We could die 
up here!”   

“Nobody’s going to die, at least not on this 
trail,” reassured her guide.  “Everybody keep 
walking.  I know you can do it.  The whole way 
will not be this steep and difficult.  Besides, 
won’t you be proud of yourself once we get to 
the top?  I believe that you can do this.   I 
wouldn’t have consented for each of you to be 
in the group, were I not completely confident 
that you could make the journey.” 

 

When we walk with Jesus, we walk the way 
of the servant.  Jesus loves God’s people 
enough to go to the cross for us.   The journey 
through Lent helps us to walk a way that few 
would walk on their own.  Aren’t we thankful 
to have Jesus with us? 

 

Please review the information contained in 
the rest of this newsletter.  It can be a great 
help as we plan our continuing witness.  By the 
grace of God we are one people and together 
part of the Body of Christ in this time and place.   

 
I look forward to sharing with you the worthy 
and sacred work of worship, mission, and 
ministry at our Lord’s Linway Church  
   

  Grace & Peace, 
   Eric E. Dennis, Pastor 
 
 

 
 

Linway Holy Week Services & Activities 
 

Palm Sunday Service   
    Sunday March 28 at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Maundy Thursday Communion Service 
    Thursday April 1 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service  
    Friday April 2 at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunday Service 
    Sunday April 4 at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

Singing Will Resume March 7 
At their February meeting, the Session of  
Linway approved singing during worship  
services starting on March 7.  Masks are still 
required to be worn.  Please feel free to change 
your seat during the worship service in order to 
sit further apart if you are not comfortable. 
  
Additionally, individuals & small groups will be 
able to provide special music, either singing or 
instrumental.  Please contact the church office 
to select a date if you would like to share your 
gift of music during a service.  If you prefer, we 
can also pre-record your performance and play 
the recording on the projector screen during 
the service as our special music.  
  



Next Session Meeting:   
March 16 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
Inspection of Drains 
The drains leading away 
from the kitchen were 

inspected using a video camera and it was 
determined that part of the drain pipe needed 
replaced.  A portion of the basement floor has 
been removed in order to make the necessary 
repairs.  Thank you to Rick & Ricky Morgan who 
are making the repairs & to the crew who 
cleaned out the basement room so that the 
floor could be jack-hammered in order to reach 
the pipe.   
 

 
 

Valentine’s Day Love Boxes 
The Deacons held a virtual meeting on March 2 
and voted to give donations to Fueling Future 
Wildcats and the Light of Life Mission.  
Alternatives are being discussed in place of the 
traditional Palm Sunday Breakfast.  Watch for 
details in the bulletin.  Thank you to everyone 
who gave money donations towards our 
college students’ and military members’ 
Valentine’s Day Love Boxes.   An in-person 
meeting is planned for April 11 at 9:30 a.m.   
 

Soup-er Bowl of Caring 
On February 7 we collected $313.72 as part of 
the Soup-er Bowl of Caring to benefit our local 
food bank, Ma’s Pantry.  Thank you to 
everyone who gave a donation!  
 

April Linway Retreat Postponed 
The Linway Retreat scheduled for April has 
been postponed.  Possible Fall 2021 or  
Spring 2022 dates are being considered and 
will be announced when finalized.   

 

Linway’s Mission to 
Feed the Homeless 
Due to the pandemic, 

we have been unable to carry out our monthly 
Mission to Feed the Homeless in downtown 
Pittsburgh.   
 

Another Fish Story 
or God’s Miracle with Linway Frozen Fish 

Last March, as part of the preparation for the 
monthly Mission to Feed the Homeless, 3 cases 
of fish were purchased and placed in the 
Linway freezer.  Days later, the Covid-19 shut-
downs occurred, and we were unable to 
prepare and serve the fish to the homeless.  
The fish remained in our freezer until January, 
when a call was placed to Light of Life 
Ministries, an organization that helps the 
homeless in downtown Pittsburgh.  Linway 
offered them the fish, which they gladly 
accepted.  Scott Gray and Don Augustin, two 
members of Linway, then immediately 
proceeded to take the fish to Light of Life.   
 

Within the time it took to drive the fish from 
Linway to their location on the North Side of 
Pittsburgh, an organization contacted Light of 
Life planning to hold a fish fry for the homeless 
in Homewood.  However, the organization 
needed some help acquiring enough fish.  Light 
of Life then offered our Linway fish for their 
Homewood fish fry for the homeless.  The 
individual planning the fish fry was so thrilled, 
she jumped in her car and was waiting at Light 
of Life when Scott and Don arrived with our 
Linway fish!  This was just amazing timing that 
God lined up! 
 

Additionally, the furnace at Light of Life had 
stopped working the previous week.  The 
woman planning the fish fry had a connection 
to provide the needed new furnace!   
 

Every donation is valued.  Sometimes we get to 
see it, sometimes we don’t.  Either way, GOD 
TRULY HAS THE WHOLE WORLD IN HIS HANDS! 

Christian  
  Education 
    Committee 



Linway Preschool 
Registration for 2021-2022 
School Year is under way.  

If you or someone you know is interested in 
enrolling a child in the Linway Preschool 
program starting this August, please contact 
the church office at 412-824-3555 and we can 
mail you a registration form or provide more 
information.  Classes are held August thru May.  
Three-year olds meet Tuesdays and Thursdays.  
Four-year olds meet Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays. 
 
 

Liturgists Needed 
Please contact the church office if you would 
be willing to be a liturgist during the Sunday 
worship service.  The readings would be sent to 
you mid-week.   
 

 
Congratulations to  

Debbie Keating on the birth of her 
first grandchild, Noah Daniel, who 
was born on February 12. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Please remember the following in our prayers: 
John Arnold, Tracy Augustin, Charlotte Ban,  

Pat Brant, Betty Brinker, Clark Danner,  

Janet Doherty, Mike Feigh, Betty Frommell,  

Richard Hickox, Levi Hunt, Nancy Kelley, Kim,  

Bill & Carmella Knight, Audrey Koppel,  

Jean Lawton, Linda, Linderman Family,  

Edward Lloyd, Lois, Rita Marrow,  

Loretta Matsko, Carol Pascarella, Bill Patterson,  

Dorothy Churchfield Pavlik, Joey Pecar,  

Ann Puscaric, Renee, Patty Rodgers,  

Martha Rubino, Michael Spingola, Rose Stark,  

Barbara Stoop, David Swauger, Tom Szmuc,  

Cindy Taylor, Wilma Taylor, Peg Torbich,  

Ed Waszkiewicz, Ted & Linda Wirth 

Welcome To Our 
New Members! 

We welcome Ralph Hofmann, 
Christopher & Dawn Bach, 
and Joe Novosedliak as new 
members of Linway Church.  
Please give them a warm 

welcome.  We’re glad you joined our church 
family! 

 

     Happy March          
            Anniversary to: 

Louise & Glenn Marrow 
          Jay & Posie Taylor 

 
 
Happy March Birthday to:    

  
 Carol Schafer  Aaron Hayes 
 Peggy Sivrich  Bud Welty 
 Brianne Jeffries Don Augustin  
 Jay Taylor  Rob Trout 
 Chris Stewart  Bella Moore   
 Rich Cornell  Ahren Linderman 

Brandon Festa Rylie Cavendish 
 
 

 
Thank you to Stephanie Spingola 
who created new silk flower 
arrangements to use when we do 

not have fresh flowers in the Chancel. 
 

 

 
MA’s Pantry 

Never a dull moment!  MA’s Pantry continues 
to surge forward to meet the needs of our 
neighbors. Unfortunately, in February two of 
MA’s freezers wore out and were declared 
beyond further repair. One was 21 years old. 
Long story short, MA’s Pantry spent $5,700 on 
one new, commercial freezer. Moral of the 
story, “Keep those cards and letters coming 
folks,” (and don’t hesitate to put a check in 
with your greetings).  Thanks for your 
continued support! 



Easter Flowers 

If you wish to place potted Easter  
Flowers in the Chancel on Easter  
Sunday “in memory” or “in honor”  
of a loved one, please complete 
this order form & return it to the 

church office with payment by Sunday, March 21. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Linway Church 
Face Mask & Hand Sanitizer Fundraiser 

Each face mask and personal hand sanitizer 
bottle have this printed on them: 
  
  
  
  

The face masks are blue with the Linway logo 
on the left cheek and are $10 each or two for 
$18.  The personal hand sanitizer comes with 
a carabiner clip and are $5.50 each or two for 
$10.  We are also offering a mask + sanitizer 
combo pack for $15.   
 

Please complete this order form and return to 
the church with payment.  We will contact you 
when your order is ready for pick-up. 
 
Linway Face Mask/Sanitizer Order Form 
 
 
Name:  _____________________________ 
 
 
Phone:  ____________________________ 
 
____ 1 Face Mask for $10 = ____________ 
 
____ 2 Face Masks for $18 = ___________ 
 
 ____1 Sanitizer for $5.50 = ____________ 
 
____ 2 Sanitizers for $10 = _____________ 
 
____ 1 Combo Pack for $15 = ___________ 
 
Total Amount Due:  $__________________ 
 

 
Gift Card Fundraiser 

Our annual gift card fundraiser is being held for 
various restaurant / retail gift cards.  The 
church will receive a percentage of the value of 
the purchased gift cards.  If you wish to 
purchase, please complete the order form & 
return with payment by March 21.  The gift 
card orders will then be ready on March 28.   

Easter Flowers Order Form 
 

Flowers Given By:  
(Please include your name & phone number) 
 
 

 
 
 

“In Memory Of”……..or…….”In Honor Of” 
(Circle above, list name(s) & include relation 
– parent, child, g.parent, friend, aunt, etc.) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Please select flower type & write quantity: 
 

____ 6” Lily -3 Blooms @ $8.00 = ________ 
 
____ 6” Lily -5 Blooms @ $9.00 = ________ 
 
____ 6 “ Pink Tulips @ $7.00 = __________ 
 
____ 6” Yellow Tulips @ $7.00 = _________ 
 
____ 6” Purple Tulips @ $7.00 = _________ 
 
____ 6”  White Mums @ $9.00 = _________ 
 
____ 6“ Yellow Mums @ $9.00 = _________ 
 
____ 6” Purple Mums @ $9.00 = _________ 
 
Total Amount Due:  $__________________ 
 
 



Two Poems By Frank Fawcett 
 

“Good” 
“What’s good for the goose 
Is good for the gander” 
I’ve often heard it said. 
And when they say “He’s gone for good,” 
I guess, that means, I must be dead. 
That word has so much meaning: 
Good day, goodnight, goodbye, 
Good humor and a few good jokes 
Make me laugh until I cry. 
Some people say you’re lookin’ good. 
Some people say good grief. 
But we all say our God is good, 
So good, beyond belief. 
For all of us who love our Lord 
It’s plainly understood, 
That all things work together 
For all of us – for “good.” 
 

Based on Romans 8:18 and Psalm 136 
 
 
 

True Love 
True love never fails and  
True love never dies. 
True love hears our every plea and 
True love hears our cries. 
True love always lifts us up. 
True love never lets us down. 
True love always brings a smile. 
True love wipes away each frown. 
True love is the tie that binds 
Our wounded hearts and souls. 
It gives us power over sin and 
Makes us completely whole. 
True love is the tie that binds us all 
To one just, holy man. 
The holy one of Israel, 
True love is his command.   
 

Based on Psalm 119:160, Revelation 19:11, 
and John 15:1-12 
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Church Office Hours are limited:   
Telephone messages, email messages,  
and US Mail are being checked daily. 

 

Church Staff: 
Pastor:  Rev. Eric E. Dennis 

Email: pastor@linwaychurch.org 
 

Church Office Manager:  Leanne Cornell 
Email:  contact@linwaychurch.org 

 

Financial Secretary:  Christine Stewart 
Email: financial@linwaychurch.org 

 

Choir Director:  Margaret Dennis 
Organist:  Nancy Kelley 

 

Deadline for newsletter information is usually 
the Sunday before the last Sunday of the month. 
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Let everything you say be good and 
helpful, so that your words will be an 
encouragement to those who hear them. 

-Ephesians 4:29 
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