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MESSAGE FROM
THE PASTOR
Dear Friends,
Greetings! We begin the month of
May on Sunday the first. There is no better
way to begin the month than to come to
worship. From all indications the Corona
Virus Pandemic, in all of its variations, is
easing. Wearing a mask is your choice and
optional at the church as long as the risk
level assessment remains low in Allegheny
County. If you have been hesitant about
exposure, that is understandable. Perhaps
now is a good time for you to reconsider
and return to in-person worship.
When we think of May, one of the
first thoughts is of Mother’s Day. Even
though my mother joined the Church
Triumphant many years ago, I still
remember her warm and caring embrace.
This year your Session has designated
Mother’s Day on May 8 as a Blanket
Sunday. We are inviting you to purchase a
warm blanket to be used for emergencies
through the ecumenical agency, Church
World Services. The cost is $10.00 a
blanket. Why not consider giving the gift of
a blanket to someone faced with an
emergency as a Mother’s Day gift? Your
mother probably doesn’t need a blanket,
but someone else’s mother may need one.
Please see the Blanket Donation Form
towards the back of this newsletter.
The month of May also brings with it
the plans for High School graduations.
Linway Church has the tradition of
recognizing our High School graduates with
the Cross and Crown Ceremony. This year
we have scheduled the Ceremony for

Celebrating 125 Years

1897 - 2022

Sunday May 22nd during the 10:30 a.m.
service. This is a milestone in a young
person’s life. I hope you will be present to
congratulate these soon-to-be graduates
and hear their future hopes and plans.
Once again our country will
celebrate the Memorial Day holiday. Our
community observance of this will take
place at Grandview Cemetery on Monday,
May 30th at 11:00 a.m. Your Pastor has
once again been asked to give the
Invocation and Benediction for this
ceremony. While this is not a religious
holiday, Memorial Day is steeped in
acknowledging that we owe a debt of
gratitude to all who have answered the call
to serve our country in order to preserve,
protect, and defend the freedoms and
liberties we cherish. Included in that is the
freedom to worship according to our
conscience. This is a foundational principle
in our Book of Order: God alone is Lord of
the conscience… (F-3.0101).
Our faith affirms that our salvation
has been accomplished by God through his
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. There is
nothing we can do to earn it or achieve it.
Therefore, we acknowledge profound
gratitude to God for what God has done for
us. There are many ways to express this
gratitude. Certainly participating in worship
is a primary one. Andrae Crouch wrote a
song of the Christian faith that expresses
this belief with these words: How can I say
thanks for the things you have done for
me? Things so undeserved, yet you gave
to prove your love for me. The voices of a
million angels could not express my
gratitude. All that I am, and ever hope to
be; I owe it all to thee.

The Easter Season continues
through the month of May until we
celebrate Pentecost, the gift of the Holy
Spirit, on Sunday, June 5th. Worship and
service are the hallmarks of our faith. One
without the other is incomplete. In a world
torn by the violence of war, and the
violence that continues to shred the peace
of communities, we continue to pray in the
words our Lord taught his first disciples to
pray: Thy will be done on earth, as it is in
heaven.
June 5th is also the day we are
celebrating the 125th anniversary of our
Lord’s Linway Church. It was on June 1,
1897 when 39 members of the Long Run
Presbyterian Church in Irwin formed the
First Presbyterian Church of East
McKeesport, which was later renamed
Linway United Presbyterian Church.
I hope you will be able to join us
June 5th as we celebrate this milestone.
The celebration will continue after the 10:30
worship service with a picnic on the lawn
followed by the opening of the Linway Time
Capsule which was last sealed at the
Centennial Celebration held in 1997. Items
are being gathered to place in the Time
Capsule before it is again sealed. Contact
Keith Eremic if you have a suggestion of an
item to place in the capsule. One of our
Linway masks is at the top of the list to be
placed in our Time Capsule.
Please review the information
contained in the rest of this newsletter. It
can be a great help as we plan our
continuing witness. By the grace of God
we are one people and together part of the
Body of Christ in this time and place. I look
forward to sharing with you the worthy and
sacred work of worship, mission, and
ministry at our Lord’s Linway Church.
Grace & Peace,
Eric E. Dennis, Pastor

Linway Church
Celebrating 125 Years
1897 - 2022
Join us Sun., June 5 to Celebrate!
Various activities are being planned
including lunch on the lawn following the
10:30 service, opening the Linway Time
Capsule & more! Watch for more details in
the bulletins and in the June Newsletter.
Mother’s Day: Sun., May 8
We wish a very Happy Mother’s Day to all
of our mothers and grandmothers as well as
to all of the women of Linway who share
their concern and care for others! We also
fondly remember the women in our lives
who have gone home to the Church
Triumphant.
“I always thank my God for you
because of God’s grace given to
you in Christ Jesus, that by Him
you were made rich in everything,
in all speaking and all knowledge.”
1 Corinthians 1: 4-5
Cross and Crown Ceremony
Sun., May 22
Our annual Cross and Crown
Ceremony to honor those in our
congregation who are graduating from high
school will be held on Sunday, May 22
during the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service.
If you know of a Linway Youth who will be
graduating from high school and would like
to participate in the Cross and Crown
Ceremony, please have him/her contact the
church office as soon as possible.
Memorial Day: May 30
Rev. Dennis is giving the
Invocation and Benediction
at the annual community
Memorial Day Service to honor and
remember our Veterans at 11:00 a.m. at
the Grandview Cemetery located along
Route 30 at 1301 Lincoln Highway in North
Versailles. We suggest taking along a
lawn chair, sunscreen, and a hat.

May 29th Video Recording Unavailable
Due to the Memorial Day Holiday, there will
not be a video recording of the May 29th
worship service. We apologize for the
inconvenience.

The Session
Next Session Meeting: May 17 at 7:30 pm
This will be a virtual meeting via Zoom.
Fundraising Committee
Thank You to everyone who ordered or sold
Pepperoni Rolls or Pasta for our recent
fundraisers!
Giving Bean Coffee & Tea On-Going
Fundraiser: Online orders may be placed
directly with Giving Bean at any time and
Linway will earn 25% of the sale. Orders
will then be shipped directly to you. Use
this link to order:
https://www.givingbean.com/store/home.ph
p?partner=83fa1#.YgaOeJbMJPY
Sarris Candy: is available after the worship
service or by contacting the church office.
The following flavors of 2 oz. candy bars
are available for $1 each: milk chocolate,
almond, peanut butter, or crisp rice. Also
available are packages of 2 chocolate
covered pretzel rods for $2 per package.
Gift Cards: Giant Eagle Gift Cards in various
amounts are always available for purchase
after the 10:30 worship service or by calling
the church office. The church receives a
percent of each gift card that is purchased.
May 2022 Gift Card Fundraiser:
Various restaurant and retail gift cards are
available to purchase using the order form
included with this newsletter. The church
will receive a percentage of the value of the
purchased gift cards. Order forms are also
available at the sanctuary entrance. Please
complete the form & return with payment by
May 15. Your gift cards will then be here at
the church by Sunday, May 22.

Linway Chicken Barbecue!
Sat. May 21 from 2:30-?
Plans are underway for this year’s
first chicken barbecue! Take-out
only from our East Lot. The cost is
$12.00 per dinner and includes:
1/2 BBQ chicken, baked potato,
cole slaw, and roll. Help will be
needed with kitchen prep Fri 5/20 and
set-up, serving, & clean-up on Sat 5/21.
Watch the bulletin for volunteer start times.
If you’ve never helped with one of our
barbecues, consider giving it a try! Many
hands together make light work.
Property Committee
Help Needed:
B-1 Storage Room Renovation
Help is needed starting May 9 with
renovations to the basement storage room
used by Meals on Wheels. Plans are to
remove the shelves, clean and scrape the
walls and floor, paint, and then install new
shelves. The room is not large enough for
more than 6 people to work in there at
once. Volunteers would work together in
pairs, small teams, or individually as
everyone’s schedule permits. Anyone is
welcome to help. If you are able to lend a
hand with this project, please contact
Scott Gray at 412-977-8254.

Deacons
Mother’s Day Carnations
For Mother’s Day, the Deacons will be
giving carnations to the women of Linway
during the worship services to recognize
the care & concern they give to others.
Next Deacon Meeting: Tentatively set for
June 5 at 9:00 a.m. in the Friendly
Fellowship Room. Moderator Glenn Marrow
will email the week prior to confirm.

Christian Education Committee
Linway Retreat: May 7
Over 40 individuals have registered to
attend the Linway Retreat at Ligonier Camp
& Conference Center. Though not the
usual 3-day event, retreat goers are looking
forward to getting together to enjoy the
various retreat activities.
Kid’s Club!
May Kid’s Club Dates: May 11 & 25
Kid’s Club meets the 2nd & 4th Wednesday
of the month from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
There is a Bible lesson, game, and craft.
Kid’s Club is open to children in kindergarten
through 6th grade, regardless of their church
affiliation or school district. Please encourage
your child/children to invite friends to Kid’s
Club and feel free to share information about
our program. Contact the church office for
Kid’s Club registration forms. Any child
coming with someone who is not their
parent/guardian must have these forms
completed in advance. Please use the
James Street entrance to sign-in/out.

Linway Preschool
The preschool year is quickly winding to a
close. This month the 3 Year Olds Class
will be taking a trip to Round Hill Farm and
the 4 Year Olds Class will be visiting the
Pittsburgh Zoo. The End of the Year
Program will be held on Friday, May 20 in
the Social Hall. Many thanks to teachers
Michele Brancato and Jeannette Briggs
who provided a quality education while
overcoming the hurdles created by the
pandemic.
The Preschool Board would also like to
thank Lila Sedlak for her leadership as
President during the past 2 years, which at
times was challenging due to the Covid-19
Pandemic. The Board welcomes new
Board Member Kim Bernhardy who was

elected as Preschool Board President
during their April meeting.
Registrations for 2022/23 are now being
accepted. Classes will begin the end of
August/early September. Contact the
church office for more information.
An Open House for families interested in
enrolling their children will be held May 25
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Please invite
family, friends, or neighbors who may have
little ones to attend our Open House to learn
more about our preschool program.

Music Ministry
Handbell Choir: We’d like to again
form a Linway Handbell Choir.
Previous experience is not needed.
If you would like to give it a try, our
first meeting will be Thurs, May 5 at 6:00.
Please use the West Door (near the grand
piano). Talk to our organist,
George Hawkins, if you are unable to meet
at that time.
Chancel Choir: We welcome additional
voices that would like to join us!
Rehearsals are Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.
Use the West Door (near the grand piano).

Women’s Breakfast
The first Monday of the month, the women
of Linway get together for breakfast at
10:00 a.m. at North Versailles Eat ‘N Park.
Any woman from the church is welcome.
Contact Nancy Waszkiewicz 412-823-3916
or Sandy Hillgartner at 412-877-1518 with
questions.
The men will be getting together for

Men’s Breakfast
breakfast at 8:00 a.m. at North Versailles
Eat ‘N Park on Wednesday, May 25. All
men are invited.

Craft Ladies

Need for Prayer

The Craft Ladies meet the 1st and 3rd
Tuesdays of the month at 12:30 downstairs
in the Friendly Fellowship Room. Ladies
are welcome to bring along a craft to work
on while enjoying fellowship. If you have
any questions, please contact
Nancy Waszkiewicz or Clara Welty.

Please remember the following in our
prayers:
Margaret, Daxton, Gwen DeSarno,
Janet Doherty, Bobby Fazio,
Mike Feigh, Wally Fox,
Charlie Freyer, Betty Frommell,
Michelle H., Bev Harcum,
Heather Hardcastle, Jill Hardy,
Richard Hickox, Bob J., Ken M., Kim,
Jean Lawton, Rita Marrow, Carol Pascarella,
Joey Pecar, Don P., Linda P, Barbara Shoop,
Michelle Smith, Leslie T., Cindy Taylor,
Peg Torbich, Arnetta W., Ed Waszkiewicz,
Linda Wetzler, Carol Wolf

Meals on Wheels
Meals on Wheels operates out of the
Linway kitchen 5 days a week to provide
meals for their clients. More information on
Meals on Wheels is available by calling:
412-327-6908.

Welcome New Members!
We welcome the following individuals who
became members of Linway Church during
the month of April:
Ms. Pat Rogers
Mr. Melvin Gooden
The following teens completed the Linway
Confirmation Class and also joined Linway
Church in April:
Addison Bernhardy
Rylie Cavendish
Brianne Jeffries
Adler Linderman
Madilyn Stewart
Kyra Thornton
We’re glad to have you as members of our
church family!

Thanks for the Well Wishes!
Carol Wolf and her family offer thanks to
Pastor Eric Dennis for his visits, and to her
friends in the congregation for their cards
and phone calls. We love you, too.

Happy Anniversary!
Happy May Anniversary to:
Gary & Deanna Buchman
Rob & Cindy Trout
Clara & Bud Welty
Alyssa & Joshua Oskin
Lori & Dale Frye
Mary Lou & Frank Fawcett
Leslie & Scott Gray
Lila & Andy Sedlak

Happy Birthday!
Happy May Birthday to:
Nicholas Eremic
Madilyn Stewart
Jessica Berger
Sandi Szmuc
Mark Pascarella
Leslie Gray
Jackie Thornton
Clara Welty
Danette Mainiero
Teri Ritz
Heather (Frye) Tucker

Summer Office Hours
Church Office Summer Hours
The office will be closed on
Memorial Day and then will be
open during the summer:
Monday-Thursday 9:00-Noon

Blanket Sunday
Session has designated Mother’s Day as a
Blanket Sunday. We are inviting you to
purchase a blanket(s) for the ecumenical
agency Church World Services to distribute
during emergencies. The cost of each
blanket is $10.00. In 2021, CWS provided
over 183,000 Blankets and Kits to families
impacted by hurricanes, tornadoes,
flooding, and other crises (including poverty
and homelessness).
Your gift supports two types of CWS
blankets:
Lightweight: Appropriate for warmer
climates, these fleece blankets are water
repellant, durable, warm and soft. These
blankets keep families covered without
adding bulk.
Heavyweight: These woolen blankets are
water-resistant and flame-retardant. They
are extremely durable, warm and great for
frigid temperatures or other extreme
weather conditions.

Blanket Donation Form

Name: _____________________________

Phone: ____________________________
Enclosed is my donation of $____________
to Church World Services for the purpose of
providing a blanket(s) to those in need.
Please make checks payable to:
Linway Church
We will send one check to Church World
Services from Linway for the blankets.
If you would like to participate,
please send your donation to Linway by
Sunday, May 15. Thank you!

MA’s Pantry
MA’s Pantry Seeking New President
Recently, Ed Sites announced his
retirement as President of MA’s Pantry.
The Pantry is in great shape and running
smoothly with things like new equipment;
ample, dependable and energetic
volunteers; a strong organization with all
the approvals and permissions necessary
to function; a working Board; strong
community support; and financially in the
black.
Please prayerfully consider whether you or
someone you know might be a good fit to
help at the Pantry. This is a needed and
rewarding opportunity to serve the
North Versailles and East McKeesport
communities. For more information, please
call the MA’s Pantry office at
412-824-0277.
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