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MESSAGE FROM        
THE PASTOR    

 

Dear Friends,  
  

Greetings!  The arrival of summer 
reminds me of the summers of my 
childhood and youth.  One of the important 
and necessary activities on my parents’ 
small farm was putting up hay for our 
livestock for the coming winter.  It was hot 
work, sweaty work, work which required 
stopping for a cold drink frequently.  If we 
finished by late afternoon, my father would 
take our family to Presque Isle State Park 
on the shore of Lake Erie to refresh 
ourselves in the water at the beach.  It felt 
great!  But there was one absolute rule.  
We were never allowed to go into the water 
alone!  Whether we realized it or not, we 
were using the Buddy System. 

 
The Buddy System is not new.  We 

humans have been using it for generations.  
The concept is simple.  If one gets into 
trouble, the buddy should be in a position to 
offer assistance.  No one knows how many 
times this system has saved someone from 
serious harm or perhaps an untimely death.  
The Buddy System works.  Most of the 
time we don’t even think that being with 
another is the Buddy System, but 
fundamentally it is. 

 
The Buddy System is actually part 

of our faith.  In the gospel according to 
Luke the tenth chapter, we read that Jesus 
sent out followers two by two, into every 
town and place where he himself was 
about to come (Luke 10:1).  On one level 
this may have been for a sense of safety.  
Jesus’ message was not always welcomed, 

and there were those who were just as 
pleased to have him and his followers 
move on down the road. 

 
On a deeper level, Jesus knew that 

the witness he was asking his followers to 
give would not be a walk in the park.  They 
would meet resistance, with some being 
passive while others could well be active.  
He knew that this was more than anyone 
should be asked to face alone.  The 
witness of our life at times requires us to 
venture into deeper waters, to follow the 
swimming analogy.  It can be a challenge.  
Jesus Christ is God’s gift for the salvation 
of the world, but the world resists.  We can 
expect resistance, and so Jesus does not 
expect us to go it alone.  What Jesus gives 
to us is the Buddy System. 

 
In the faith, the Buddy System is 

given another name.  It is called the 
Church.  When we come to worship, we are 
not alone.  When we receive the 
Sacraments, we do so publically with fellow 
worshipers.  When we attend committee 
meetings, we are not alone.  We need and 
are better for having another set of eyes to 
see what we might have missed.  We are 
better for having another set of ears to hear 
what we might have missed.  We are better 
for having other minds who think of things 
or ways of doing things that we might not 
have thought of.  The witness of our faith is 
not a solo experience.  It is personal, but it 
follows along with others. 

 
While the summer season is 

generally less intense than the other times 
of the year, it does have its moments.  One 
of those is Daily Vacation Bible School 
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which is scheduled to begin on Monday 
July 18th.  No one can organize, plan, 
prepare, or make it happen by herself or 
himself.  The only way it will work is 
through the Buddy System.  I want to 
thank all who are collaborating in this effort.  
Yes, it is a lot of work, but we are making 
memories for children, and it is a witness 
that can have meaning in children’s lives 
for years to come.   

 
Jesus doesn’t expect you to do 

anything he commands by yourself.  He 
knows our limits, our frailties, and our 
capabilities.   But he doesn’t call us to 
attempt his work on our own.  He gives us 
fellow followers to bolster us, encourage 
us, and share new insights, and in the 
process become more faithful together than 
we could ever be on our own.   

 
So, take a look around when you 

come to worship or attend a committee 
meeting in person or by Zoom.  Take a look 
around when you help out with one of the 
many events such as V.B.S. or a 
celebration in the life of other followers, or 
even a fundraising event here at our Lord’s 
Linway Church.  You have a God-given 
Buddy System.  It is called the Church. 

 
 

Please review the information 
contained in the rest of this newsletter.  It 
can be a help as we plan our continuing 
witness.  By the grace of God we are one 
people and together part of the Body of 
Christ in this time and place.  I look forward 
to sharing with you the worthy and sacred 
work of worship, mission, and ministry at 
our Lord’s Linway Church. 
        

Grace & Peace, 
      Eric E. Dennis, Pastor 

 
 

 
 
 

Linway’s 125th Celebration 
The celebration of the 125th anniversary of 
the congregation of Linway was held on 
Sun., June 5.  The Rev. Dr. Sheldon Sorge, 
General Minister of the Pittsburgh 
Presbytery, was able to join us that day and 
shared his words of congratulations for our 
continuous ministry.  Many current and 
former members came for morning worship 
and then spent a pleasant afternoon 
socializing on the lawn.  The children 
enjoyed jumping in the bounce house as 
well as playing other games.  Everyone 
lunched on grilled hot dogs, walking tacos, 
and a beautiful cake with a picture of the 
church.  Items from the time capsule as 
well as other Linway pictures through the 
years were on display.   
 
Thank you to everyone who helped to 
make this a memorable celebration! 
 
 

Holiday Video Recordings Unavailable 
Due to the Independence Day and Labor 
Day holidays, there will not be a video 
recording of the July 3 or the September 4  
worship services.  We apologize for the 
inconvenience. 
 
 

Summer Newsletter 
This is the combined July/August edition of 
the newsletter.  The next Linway News will 
be available in September.   
 
 

Summer Office Hours 
     July  Hours:  Mon thru Fri  9:00-Noon 
     Aug. Hours:  Mon thru Thurs  9:00-Noon 
 
If we are not available when you call, 
please leave a message and we will return 
your call.    
 
 
 
 



Next Session Meeting: Aug. 30  7:30 pm 
This will be an in-person meeting 
downstairs in the Friendly Fellowship Room.  
 

 

 

Fundraising Committee 
 

Giving Bean Coffee & Tea On-Going 
Fundraiser:  Online orders may be placed 
directly with Giving Bean at any time and 
Linway will earn 25% of the sale. Orders 
will then be shipped directly to you.  Use 
this link to order: 
https://www.givingbean.com/store/home.ph
p?partner=83fa1#.YgaOeJbMJPY 
 

 

Gift Cards:  Giant Eagle Gift Cards in various 
amounts are always available for purchase 
after the 10:30 worship service or by calling 
the church office.  The church receives a 
percent of each gift card that is purchased. 
  
  

Property Committee  
Thank You: 

 B-1 Storage Room Renovation 
Work is wrapping up with the renovations to 
the basement storage room used by Meals 
on Wheels.  Thank You to everyone who 
has helped with this project!   
 

Lawn Care Donations Requested 

We would appreciate 
donations toward our 
Lawn Care Fund to help 
defray the cost of the lawn 

mowing service that takes care of the 
church’s lawn and landscaping.  Each 
weekly cut of the grass costs $40.00.  If 
you are willing and able to help with this 
expense, please use one of the all-purpose 
pew envelopes and designate it for “Lawn 
Care” or mark it on your check memo line.   
Thank you so much for helping us keep the 
church’s lawn and grounds looking nice. 
 

Next Deacon Meeting:  Tentatively set for 
Sept. 11 at 9:00 a.m. in the Friendly 
Fellowship Room. Moderator Glenn Marrow 
will email to confirm.   
 
The Deacons made a donation in honor of 
all the men of Linway for Father's Day. 
Additionally, they gave donations to MA’s 
Pantry and the EA Fueling Future Wildcats 
program.  
 

 Handbell Choir: The Linway 
Handbell Choir will resume meeting 
on Thursday, July 28 at 6:00 p.m.  
Previous experience is not needed. 
If you would like to give it a try, you are 
welcome to come.  Please use the West 
Door (near the grand piano).  Talk to our 
organist, George Hawkins, if you have any 
questions. 
 

We are seeking individuals who 
would like to provide Special Music 
for a Sunday service during the 
summer.  If you would like to share 
your gift of music at one of the summer 
services, please contact the church office 
or George Hawkins. 
 
 
 

 
 
“From the rising of the sun to its  
 setting, let the name of the Lord  
 be praised!” 

-Psalm 113: 3 
 
 

 

The Session 
 

 

Deacons 
 

Special Music for the Summer 

Music Ministry 

https://www.givingbean.com/store/home.php?partner=83fa1#.YgaOeJbMJPY
https://www.givingbean.com/store/home.php?partner=83fa1#.YgaOeJbMJPY


VBS  July 18 – 21   6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
 

For Ages:  5 years old by Sept. 1 thru 
completion of 5th grade 

 
Registration Forms at church entrance, 
on the church website, or call the office. 
 

 
 

Final Planning Meeting:  Mon, July 11 at 
7:30 p.m.  Those helping are encouraged 
to attend. 
  

Wish Board:  Located at the front of the 
Sanctuary.  If you would like to donate an 
item, please remove the item’s post-it note 
from the Wish Board.  Then bring the item 
to church by Sunday, July 17 and place in 
the VBS Donations Box.  Thank you for 
your donation! 
  

Monetary Donations: may be placed in 
pew giving envelopes or mailed to the 
church.  Please mark that your donation is 
for VBS.  Thanks! 
  

Tent City Items:  We’re collecting old 
sheets/quilts/blankets/rugs to use in our 
tent city. Place in VBS Donation Box in 
Sanctuary under left hymn board.   
  

Volunteers:  If you are able to help, please 
contact Jaime Ruffing at 412-823-1901. 
Youth & adult helpers are needed. 
  

Set-Up: Mon. July 18 at Noon in Social 

Hall. If you can lend a hand, please stop in 

to help with set-up/decorating as we 

transform the Social Hall into a tent city in 

the desert wilderness! 
 

Mission:  Offering that the kids bring to 
VBS is going to be used to purchase an 
alpaca.  Watch the bulletin for more info. 
 

Prayer:  Please keep our VBS program in 
your prayers as we share God’s love with 
the children.   
  

Registrations for 2022/23 are now being 
accepted.  Classes will begin the end of 
August/early September.  The 3 Year Olds 
Class will be held on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.  The 4 Year Olds Class will be 
held on Mondays, Wednesday, and 
Fridays.  Registration forms are on the 
church website or contact the church office 
for more information.   
 

The first Monday of the month, the women 
of Linway get together for breakfast at 
10:00 a.m. at North Versailles Eat ‘N Park.  
Any woman from the church is welcome.  
The next breakfast will be on July 11.   
 

The men are also getting together for 
breakfast at 8:00 a.m. at North Versailles 
Eat ‘N Park.  All men are invited.  The next 
men’s breakfast will be on July 27. 
 

The Craft Ladies will be taking a summer 
break and will resume meeting on Tuesday, 
Sept. 6 at 12:30 downstairs in the Friendly 
Fellowship Room.  Contact Nancy 
Waszkiewicz or Clara Welty with questions. 
 

Linway Preschool 

Women’s Breakfast 

Men’s Breakfast 

Craft Ladies 

 

Christian Education Committee 
 



Our sympathy is extended to Leslie and 
Scott Gray and the Dimitroff family. Leslie’s 
father, Jim Dimitroff, went home to be with 
our Lord on Monday, June 13.   
 
Our sympathy is extended to the Virzinski 
family.  We were informed that  
Mrs. Shirley Virzinski went home to be with 
our Lord earlier this year.  Shirley was a 
long-time member of our church who was 
living in Arizona with her son.   

The East Allegheny Meals on Wheels 
operates out of the Linway kitchen 5 days a 
week to provide meals for their clients.  
More information on Meals on Wheels is 
available by calling:  412-327-6908. 

We are in need of a few more folks to help 
video and run the slideshow during the 
worship service.   Please contact the 
church office if you are willing to lend a 
hand.   

Ed and Nancy Waszkiewicz want to share 
their new phone: 724-392-4009 and new 
address:   

4000 Village Drive, Apt 201     

Jeannette, PA 15644 

The VFW Post 8430 in East McKeesport is 
having a thrift store every Friday 10-2:00.  
Items are new or gently used.  Veterans get 
a 50% discount.  All proceeds benefit 
homeless veterans programs in Allegheny 
County.  To donate, email 
district29vfwcmdr@gmail.com. 

Please remember the following 
in our prayers:  Michelle B., 
Margaret, John Campbell,  
Lily Daugherty, Daxton,  
Gwen DeSarno,  Dorian,  
Mike Feigh, Wally Fox,  

Betty Frommell, Michelle H., Bev Harcum,  
Heather Hardcastle, Jill Hardy,  
Richard Hickox, Sandy Hillgartner,  
Frank Kordalski, Sr., Jean Lawton, Ken M.,  
Marilyn, Rita Marrow, Mary L., Mercedes, 
Linda P., Carol Pascarella, Joey Pecar, 
Renee R., Cindy S., Laura Shawley, 
Barbara Shoop, Michelle Smith, Sophia,  
Leslie T., Cindy Taylor, Torbich Family,  
Pat V, Arnetta W., Ed Waszkiewicz,  
Jim & Linda Wetzler, Carol & Jack Wolf 
  

Thank You to Pastor Eric Dennis for his 
visits and to our friends in the 
congregation for their cards and phone 
calls.  We love you, too. 
   -Carole & Jack Wolf 
 
Thank You for your continuing prayers, 
cards, and well-wishes.  They are greatly 
appreciated as I continue on the road to 
my recovery.     -Bev Harcum 
 
   

Happy July Anniversary to: 
           Melanie & Brian Blackall 
           Chrissy & Keith Eremic 
  Fran & Nick Sivrich 
  Peggy & Nick Sivrich 
  Kris & Shannon Daugherty 
  Judy & Don Augustin 
  Pam & Scott Susan 
 

Happy August Anniversary to: 
  Amy & Wayne Gida 
 

Meals on Wheels 

Need for Prayer 

Happy Anniversary! 

Thank You for Well-Wishes 

Projector Operators Needed 

New Address 

Thrift Store 

With Sympathy 



Happy July Birthday to: 
Kathy Berger         Laura Shawley 
Mary Lou Fawcett         Nancy Hilbert 
John Masters         Mia Sivrich 
Deanna Walters 
 

Happy August Birthday to: 
Kristopher Daugherty    Camden Daugherty 
Tatiana Ritz          Helen Alexander 
Don Watt          Linda Wirth 
Jamie Stewart         Mike Marrow 
Keith Eremic          Jeannette Briggs 

MA’s Pantry Is Ready! 
School is out and food prices are rising 
sharply at the supermarket.  Both of these 
facts affect the families who need food 
assistance and those who come to MA’s 
Pantry.  The elderly on fixed incomes and 
all low-income folks are hard hit.   
 

In addition, for the families with children 
home from school for the summer, there is 
another need.  All the children in the East 
Allegheny School District receive a free 
breakfast and lunch.  During summer, they 
have to get those meals at home.  Imagine 
having a couple of teens home for three 
meals instead of just one.  So for families 
with school-age children, both the need and 
the cost of meals have increased.   
 

Everyone is affected by the big increases in 
food prices, and MA’s Pantry is ready to 
serve the residents of East McKeesport & 
North Versailles!  If you need help, please 
“come and get it.”  Or, if you know anyone 
else who does, be sure to send them to 
MA’s.  The income threshold for eligibility is 
$2,095 per month for 1 person and $4,278 
per month for a family of 4.  Other family 
sizes are adjusted accordingly.  Upcoming 
distribution dates are July 9 & 23, Aug. 6 & 
20, and Sept. 3 & 17 from 9:00-11:00 am at 
1000 Broadway in East McKeesport.   

Samaritan Purse’s “Shoebox” project 
changed the lives of 17% more children in 
2021 than in 2020!  Globally 10.5 million 
shoeboxes were sent, with 9.1 million 
coming from the U.S.  Linway is proud to 
be a part of this ministry!  
 

We want to share some more numbers of 
shoebox gift collections with you: 
-Worldwide 2021 Collection: 10,505,155 
-Mid-Atlantic North Region (PA & NJ):  

 610,234 
-Allegheny County 2021 Collection: 13,834 
 

Also, we know that the following countries 
are receiving shoeboxes from Allegheny 
County's 2021 collection: Côte d'Ivoire, 
Honduras, Mali, Dominican Republic, 
Lesotho, Philippines, Botswana, & Mexico. 
 

Each number represents a child that will 
receive a tangible example of God's love in 
the form of a shoebox gift. Thank you for 
your faithful partnership with this 
ministry to help make this possible! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Happy Birthday! 

Linway United Presbyterian Church 
600 Lincoln Highway, N. Versailles, Pa 15137 

Church Phone:  (412) 824-3555 
www.LinwayChurch.org 

LinwayChurch Facebook Page 
 
 

Church Office Hours are:   
Summer Hours Mon-Thurs. 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

 

Church Staff: 
Pastor:  Rev. Eric E. Dennis 

Email: pastor@linwaychurch.org 
 

Church Office Manager:  Leanne Cornell 
Email:  contact@linwaychurch.org 

 

Financial Secretary:  Christine Stewart 
Email: financial@linwaychurch.org 

 

Choir Director & Organist:  George Hawkins 
 

Deadline for newsletter information is usually 
the Sunday before the last Sunday of the month. 
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MA’s Pantry 

The Linway News 

Christmas In July: 
Operation Christmas Child! 

http://www.linwaychurch.org/
mailto:pastor@linwaychurch.org
mailto:contact@linwaychurch.org
mailto:financial@linwaychurch.org


Linway United 

 Presbyterian Church 

VBS Registration  
July 18-21, 2022 

6:30 to 9:00 p.m.  
 

For Ages: 5 years old by Sept. 1 thru completion of 5th grade 
**Please, complete one form per child.** 

 

Name:  _________________________________            Age: _________      Birth Date:  ____________________                                                        

Last grade completed:  ______           Home Phone:   ____________________   Sibling(s) attending VBS:  ______  

Street Address: __________________________________      City, State Zip:  ____________________________  

E-mail:  ________________________________________  

Parent/Guardian’s Name: ___________________________________   Cell Phone:  ________________________    

Parent/Guardian’s Name: ___________________________________   Cell Phone:  ________________________    

In case of emergency, contact Name: __________________________  Cell Phone:  ________________________ 

Allergies or other medical condition: _____________________________________________________________ 

Name of home church, if any: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Names of designated adult(s) other than the parent to pick child up from VBS: 

1. ______________________________________                   VBS Date: __________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________                   VBS Date: __________________________________ 

Parent/Legal Guardian Signature:  _______________________________________________________________ 

We take photographs of our VBS activities. Some photos will be class groups & other will be of activities in which your 
child is a participant. Photographs may be used as part of a PowerPoint presentation shown during the closing day 
program. We may use some photos on our bulletin boards, in our monthly publications and/or on the church’s website. 
We will not use the names of any of the children. With your permission, please complete the information below. If you do 
not want photos of your child to be used, please initial the request at the bottom.  

I/We, the undersigned parent(s)/guardian(s) of __________________, hereby give consent to 

photographs of my/our child being displayed (check your consent, for either or both) … 

 ☐    on the Church premises/in Church publications 

 ☐    on the Internet website maintained by the Church 

I/We hereby waive and release the Linway United Presbyterian Church, its officers, board members, 

employees, and members from any liability related to the use of such photographs.  

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Signature: ____________________________________________________  

Printed Name: __________________________________  Date: _____________________________        

☐    I/WE DO NOT give consent to have photographs of my/our child to be displayed on  

        the Church premises or on an internet website maintained by the Church. 
 

 
 
 

Mail to:   VBS     OR bring this registration form the night of VBS. 
      Linway Church 

                 600 Lincoln Highway 
                 North Versailles, PA 15137 
 



A FEW POEMS BY FRANK FAWCETT 
 
What’s Next? 
What’s next, what’s new  
For me and you? 
Are we ready to pray  
Every hour of the day? 
Are we ready to run  
When we don’t feel like walking? 
Are we ready to speak  
When we don’t feel like talking? 
Are we ready to trust 
When we’re not feeling well? 
 

We just need to adjust 
Maybe sit for a spell, 
Have a talk with the Lord 
Let him know how we feel. 
He is ready and willing  
To lend us a hand, 
To strengthen our zeal 
And help us to stand. 
To stand up for Jesus 
And all he stand for, 
To stand on God’s promise 
Of love evermore. 
 
John 3:16 and 2nd Corinthians 5:17 
 
 
An Eternal Guarantee 
Our sovereign God Almighty 
Is always in control, 
He has a plan for each of us 
And it is beautiful. 
A calm amidst the chaos 
A peace forever ours, 
A presence in our loneliness 
As we wile away the hours. 
As we learn to trust in him 
We begin to understand, 
He orders every step we take 
Toward the Promised Land. 
As we walk hand in hand with him 
It is plain for us to see, 
His love for us in Jesus 
Is “an eternal guarantee”. 
 

 
The Tree of Life 
Like a coat of many colors 
Trees adorn dear Mother Earth, 
Adding beauty to creation 
Adding measure to our worth. 
The trees provide a shelter 
To all flesh and all mankind, 
As I look upon them daily 
All my blessings come to mind. 
With the birds they make sweet music 
With the rustle of their leaves, 
And with healing bring us comfort 
With the cool, soft summer breeze. 
Wisdom is a tree of life 
Rooted in our heart and soul, 
That leads to our salvation 
By the One that made us whole. 
Jesus said, “You are the branches 
And I am the true vine, 
And if you do all I command  
You are true friends of mine”. 
To all of us who suffer 
Tribulation, stress and strife, 
To all who overcome  
They shall eat of 
The Tree of Life.   
 
Proverbs 3:18, Psalm 1:1-3, Matthew 7:17, 
John 15:14, and Revelations 2:7 


